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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pore. 


-—00000—— 


THE AGRICULTURAL JOHN BULLS PUT 
UPON THEIR METAL. 


—a>— 


Specumens of modern trickery and ancient spirit.— 
Triumph of the latter in Suffolk—diffusion of the 
spirit of Reform. 

The ** dhunderers” have at last assembled; and the 
pleasaut comedy of “ collective wisdom” will be repeat- 
ed every week until further notice. What wll be done, 
it were in vain to guess; but of this.we may be certain, 
that nothing to the purpose can be done, while the mi- 
nisters COMMAND a majority in parliament. To retain 
the coimmaad of a standing army of placemen and pen- 
svoners, has been the object of the recent changes us they 
are called in the administration. Lord Sidmouth has 
heen slipped bebind the curtain, to make room for Mr. 
Robert-Peel, whose father, Sir Robert, has devoted the 
immense wealth he possesses, to the purchase of parlia- 
‘nentary enterest; and having fairly beat the old family 
of Townsend out of the borough of Tamworth, he has 
the‘absolute nomination of two members for that inde- 
pendent boroughs ;—besides the casual influences that 
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arise elsewhere from his indefativable endeavours to raise 
his son into importance upon the stilts of borough cor- 
ruptions. Poor Lord Sidmouth had neither perso- 
nal weight, nor parliamentary influence. His talente 
are below zero; and though a convenient instrument to 
work with, as far as devotion to his place could inspire 
zeal, he would have been utterly useless in the battle 
that is now to be fought, between the fundlords, the land- 
lords, and the boroughmongers. He has been therefore 
laid upon the shelf, with permission now and then to put 
his head over the ledge, and “ strut and fret his hour 
‘‘ upon the stage,” as a disinterested volunteer. Hav- 
ing exchanged his place fora pension, he will now be the 
endependent peer ; and support the ministerial measures 
out of a pure conviction of thetr necessity to fill minis- 
lerial pockets! A similar desire to reinforce the stand- 
ing army of those zndependent senators, whose votes do 
not depend upon their opinions, has brought in the Gren- 
ville party—or, to speak more properly, the rump of the 
Grenville party, of which the Duke of Buckingham is 
the nominal head, and Mr. Wynn, the unsuccessful can- 
didate at the last vacancy of the Speaker’s chair, is the 
mouth-piece. The Duke was onlya Marquis! But te 
secure his seven, or nine yotes*, in the House of Com- 
mons, he has bean made a Duke; and Mr. Wynn suc- 
ceeds Mr. Canning as President of the Board of Con- 
trol! ‘This floating body of votes is now anchored fast 
to the ministerial buoy ; and what with this assistance, 
and some dextrous management with other minor par- 
ties, the ministers hope the defalcation of county votes 
will be nearly balanced, and the standing ministerial 
army be as efficient as before. For our parts, we think 
they have calculated rightly ; and that they will be able 
to maintain their places, and retain their system ; not- 





* Jt was one of this family who bullied a prime minister oul of 
a snug place which bad been promised to another, by reiterating at 
every refusal to oblize him—* There, are seven of us! By G— there 
‘are seveo of us'’—meaning that the minister would lose sever 
votes if he had the audacity to be honest and keep his word 
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withstanding the loss of about a dozen of their usual sup- 
porters, Whom the dread of ruin may induce to retrace 
their steps. The country has suffered, and is suffering 
severely ; but the distress has not reached toa suffi- 
cient degree to move the whole body of the people to de- 
mand REFORM; and until that event takes place, the strong 
hold of corruption cannot be shaken:—and the brazen 
idols who occasion, and smile at the national distress, 
will remain immovable upon their pedestals. The great 
majority of the nation are convinced of the absolute ne- 
cessity of Reform; but a vast proportion of them fear, 
or hesitate, to avow their conviction, and to aet upon it. 
[t is unfortunately the case, that thousands cannot be 
induced to do what they feel to be right, until they have 
no power to discharge their duty. Tuaead of meeting 
at the onset those difficulties with which they are threa~ 
tened, they ¢emporize until they are totally ruined ; and 
then they are as helpless as if they were already num- 
vered with the dead. While they have any thing left, 
they fear to risk it; and yet see it gradually consumed 
by a rapacious syslem, until all is gone, and then the mo~ 
tives for exertion, and the power to exert themselves, 
are almost annihilated. When men are driven to the 
last extremity, and gre compelled to turn upon their 
pursuers, they will often perform wonders of courage, 
from desperation; but the love of repose is rarely con 

quered, except in these extreme cases :—and hence the 
progress of oppression, which caleulates, and too corrects 
ty, that men will bear as much as they CAN bear, before 
they throw down the gauntlet to their masters. The 
conviction that the present system is exhausting the na- 
tion to its destruction is, however, spreading fast amongst 
all classes ; and in some quarters where it was least to be 
expected, we find a spirit of opposition rising fast into 
importance. The agricultural meetings have been at- 
leaded by men who have hitherto kept aloof from the 
puhlic cause ; but it is not from the accidental presence, 
or absence, of an individual, that gives any weight to 
such assemblies,. their importance is derived from the 
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the agricultural meeting of the County of Suffolk, heid 
at Stowe-Market, on the 29th ult., will convey a better 
lesson to the ministry, and the horoughmongers, than 
all the meetings that have taken place besides. The 
Norfolk meeting was important. The recognition of 
manly principles, and the declaration of public rights, by 
the various speakers, did them great credit. Nor does 
it matter that they were only the echoes of the language 
of the radical Press for many years before. The truth 
had triumphed, and we were satisfied. But there wasa 
want of resolution—a disposition to indulge prejudices, 
which, though very amiable, is very dangerous. Com- 
plaisance, and the wish for unanimity, where una- 
nimity did not exist, and could only be affected. 
Lord Suffield made an excellent speech; but avoid- 
ed embodying the question of Reform in a spe- 
cific shape:—and if Mr. Taylor had not ventured to 
differ with the rest upon the expedience, and necessity 
of noticing the only topics | whigh it could be of any use 
to notice, "it is probable that~if would have formed no 
part of the business of the day. “Bhat the dreaded op- 
position to Reform did not appear, was highly credit- 
able to the good sense of the meeting:—only twenty 
hands were held up against it; and yet to please 
these twenty interested individuals, an assembly of some 
thousands was requested to abstain from noticing their 
leading grievance, under the flimsy pretence of a desire 
of unanimety ; Whieh can never * desirable, when it is 
io be purchased by a sacrifice of principle—for it is then 
always fallacious where it is pretended. At the Suf- 
folk meeting, the good sense aud resolution of the peo- 
ple were equally conspicuous. Their leaders were equally 
affected by this false complaisance—tbis spectre that 
haunts mock gentility, and converts manly frankness inte 
false and deceitful politeness. Sir H. Bunbury, Mr. 
Merest, Lord flenry Fitzroy, Mr. Grigby, the Duke of 
Gratton, Sir W. Middleton, and the Duke of Norfolk, in 
uccession, asserted the essential necessity of Parliamen- 
“i Reform for the salvation of the country; in the 
strongest ferms, and m the most earnest manner Mr: 
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Grigby even proposed the specific resolution, ‘‘ That, to 
‘¢ the want of control over the public purse, which a Par- 
‘¢ Jiament freely elected would exercise, we attribute the 
‘ origin of our present distresses ; and therefore request 
‘that the attention of the Honourable the House of 
‘¢Commons may be directed to eflect an immediate Re- 
‘form in the representation, as the only means of sav- 
‘ing what remains of our property—of preserving the 
“ tranquillity, and insuring the liberty of the country.” 

It was seconded by Sir If. Bunbury, and formally 
discussed by several speakers; but the High Sheriff 
refused to put the question, because he pretende” to 
consider it irrelevant to the business of the day. We 
say pretended ; because he could not in reality entertain 
such an opinion. The requisition stated the object of 
the meeting lo be, ‘*to take into consideration the pro- 
“priety of presenting petitions to parliament, on the 
“ present alarming, and unparalleled state of agricul- 
“tural distress.” ‘The causes of that distress, of course, 
were the fair objects of discussion. Ai overwhelming 
taxation, it was admiited, was one of those causes,— 
an enormous expenditure another—and the corrupt 
state of representation being an evident cause of both— 
if was as relevant to notice the one as the other. But 
the Sheriff wanted to cet rid of the question of Reform. 
He might not like it himself; but he was certain the 
ministry would not like it: and an effort to please them 
might not be thrown away :—so, after permitting the 
discussion, after allowing the resolution to be moved and 
seconded, he discovered that he could not put it. The 
other resolutions were carried by acclamation; but when 
the resolution for reform was omitted, and Lord Cal- 
thorpe moved that the passed resolutions should be signed 
by the Sheriff, on the part of the meeting, the indigna- 
tion of the people at this unworthy stratagem, burst the 
bounds of decorum. The people, with scarcely an ex- 
ception, demanded the resolution for Reform!’ and 
loudly declared that the subject should not pass over un- 
noticed! Still the Sheriff persisted in refusing ; and he 
attempted to propose that a petition founded on the prior 
resolutions, should be adopted ;—when he was stopped 
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by a loudery from every part of the meeting to put Mr 
Grigby’s resolution in favour of Reform! On his re- 
fusing to accede to this call, the meeting expressed their 
disapprobation of his conduct by exclaiming, “ do you: 
“duty, Mr. High Sheritf”’—“ no humbug’’—“ surely 
“you do not mean to hum the county in this manner ;” 
and ‘we'll have the resolution in favour of Reform o; 
‘‘ none.” Upon his persisting in his refusal, so vehe- 
ment a storm of discontent arose, as tolaily drowned 
the voice of the reader. 

A pause ensued. The British lion was effectually 
roused ; and it became doubtful whether the people would 
not be duped :—but it was deemed worth a little farther 
trial. A Mr. Mills come forward todefend the Sheriff; 
_—but Mr. Mills failed in his attempt at cajolery. The 
Duke of Norfolk came forward, and hoped the Sheriff 
would do his duty, and not refuse to allow the opinion of 
the meeting to be taken upon the propriety or impro- 
priety of a reform in parliament; and his Grace took 
the opportunity of declaring that “ he believed in his 
“conscience that a Reform ivas the only means 
“* left to the country of averting still greater dangers 
© than those by which it was at present surround- 
“ed.” For this prompt and opporture interference 
of the Duke; and for his manly declaration in favour 
of that cause for which so many of his country- 
men are feeling the effects of boroughmonger vengeance, 
he has our thanks. Such a declaration must have had a2 
powerful effect in stimulating the honest indignation of 
the meeting, at the trickery by which it was attempted 
to deceive them. The cries of do your duty, Sheriff, 
were more vehemently repeated ; but Mr. Sheriff still 
declared he should take upon himself the responsibility 
of declining to propose the resolution in favor of Reform. 
Then came the trial of the firmness of the people ;—and 
It triumphed, even after the firmness of their leaders 
had given way. Mr. Merest, who in the course of his 
address had ‘* contended that Reform of Parliament was 
‘* an efficient remedy, since it was owing to the imper- 

‘ fect representation of the people, and to the consequent 
** want of a sufficient check on the lavish expenditure of 
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Government, that most of their evils were attr ibula- 
‘ ble; and that it was foolish to expect Ministers would, 
‘¢ of their own accord, reduce their enormous establish - 
‘¢ ments, which were at once the sinews of their power, 
‘‘ and the only means by which they were enabled to 
“ retain their places ; as it was the system, and not so 
‘¢ much the men, that cried loudly for Reform :”-—was 
disposed to let the High Sheriff remain victor of the field ; 
and contented himself with saying—‘‘ Well, it: makes 
“¢ little matter: the question of Reform is carried by the 
*¢ wreat body of the meeting.” The people, however, 
knew better. They knew it would be said the demand 
for Reform was only the work of a few “ factious indivi- 
‘¢ duals ;” and they were determined to make that de- 
mand the act of the meeting. The Sheriff threatened to 
dissolve the meeting ; but no petition had been agreed 
to; and had he put his threat in execution, the meeting 
would have been a nullity. Several persons remonstrated 
with him ; and he agreed to put a petition founded on 
the resolutions which had been passed. The cry of the 
assembly was, *‘ No petition, that does not contain a 
“* demund of Reform!” and a storm of hisses drove the 
Sheriff from the front of the hustings. Then Sir Henry 
Bunbury, the seconder of the resolution for Reform, and 
the mover of the resolutions which had been adopted, 
gave way :—and, though he had contended for the ne- 
cessity of a “‘ sound, rational, and effective Reform,” he 
said he was of opinion, witha “ view to practical ob- 
* jects, that it would be better to allow the petition to 
‘* pass as it. was originally drawn up.” The people, 
however, were not to be driven from their object.— 
They felt their own strength; and that whatever they 
determined upon must be adopted, if they remained firm : 
and “ Reform or no Petition!” reverberated again from 
every part of the multitude. The petition was put, amidst 
the loudest disapprobation ; and RESOLUTELY NE- 
GATIVED, there not being more than teenty hands 
held up in its favour. This ensured the triumph of the 
people. Their “leaders” could not leave the hustings 
without a petition. Even the Sheriff must have wanted 
4 petition, as he is doubess a man of landed property, 
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and suffering, or likely to suffer, with all of his class, — 
The people were requested to remain; as a requisition 
was sivning on the hustings, to convene a fresh meetiny 
on the spot ;—and the High Sheriff, who could not hear 
of the cause of the distress. being noticed before, was wil- 
ling to convene a fresh meeting of the freeholders, to 
consider of that important subject. Now, this was de- 
cidedly illegal, according to the existing laws. No meet- 
ing can be convened without due notice to all who are 

entitled to attend; and a county meeting upon a fresh 
subject, could not consistently be convened, without due 
notice to the county to attend. But as the Sheriff had 
been wrong in the first instance, the second wrong 
brought him right again. A new requisition was sign- 
ed; and handed up to the officer ; who wpon reading 
at, appointed another meeting to be held forthwith; 
the business was regularly ‘opened afresh, the reso- 
lutions were again passed 5 and the one in favour of 
Reform was followed by THREE CHEERS! Thus have 
the people of Suffolk acquitted themselves. They fought 
their own battle, and won their own victory. It was 
said of old, that French officers would lead, if their men 
would follow ; and that Engiishmen would follow, if their 
officers would lead ; but the men of Suffolk have gone 
beyond this. national boast ; ; and shewn that they can go 
on without leaders, whenever their leaders are “disposed 
to turn back, without accomplishing their object. This 
triumph of reform i is the more valuable, as it was unex- 
pected. Suffolk is principally an agricultural county ; 
and the want of communication in the agricultural dis- 
tricts, renders the acquisition of correct political know- 
ledge difficult. It is still more extraordinary to see the 
people act from themselves, and break the trammels of 
customary deference to the great snen of their districts; 
and the reformers of the empire at large may rejoice at 
the spirit and sense which has triumphed in Suffolk over 
prejudice, complrisance, and venality. 

In Hertfordshire, this example has not been followed. 
It requires a long while to rouse agricultural John Bull! 
into action. Lord Dacre talked about the distress - 
duced by taxation ; but he did not think it necessary ¢ 
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enquire what had produced the taxation. When he dis- 
covers, as he shortly will, that he cannot get rid of the 
taxation without reform, he may be wiser. A Mr. Ford- 
ham brought forward the state of the representation ; 
but the mischievous demon of complaisance intervened ; 
and for the sake of yiving no offence, the meeting agreed 
to suppress its conviction, and to do nothing further than 
throw their chip into the ministerial mess of broth. A 
Lord Cranbourne talked very simply about keeping faith 
with the public creditor ; while they were going to pri- 
son for not being able to satisfy the demands of their 
private creditors. This Cranbourne is the son. of the 
Marquis of Salisbury. And who, it may be asked, is 
the Marquis of Salisbury, for very little is known, or 
cared, about some of our great men! We are indebted 
to the Marquis, for taking dwo thousand five hundred a 
year of the public money, as joint Post Master General 
—a sinecure place, for which he does very little besides 
receiving the money. But the public, of course, are 
very grateful for that mark of his attention to the public 
interests. We are exactly in the same degree, indebted 
to his son, this Lord Cranbourne, who is scanxious that 
faith should be kept with the public creditor. He kindy 
eases the public purse of 1,500 a year, as a commissioner 
for the affairs of India; of which affairs he probably 
knows quite as muchas he does of the manin the moon: 
—and then his public spzrdt is such that he takes ano- 
ther thousand a year, as a colonel of militia!—in a 
time of profound peace, when neither colonels nor mili- 
tia are wanted! Now it is very decent for such a man 
to talk of the public creditor! and to declare that reform 
was unconnected with the public distress:—though he 
might have said that in his case, and the case of his 
father, reform would save five thousand a year! for they 
might both be dismissed, without any detriment either 
to the post-office, or the militia, or the India affairs. 
The Marquis very candidly told the meeting that he 
would not oppose their petition, though he did not think 
it would be productive of any practical advantage. Per- 
haps if he thought it would, he might have opposed ; for 
if the petition could do the farmers any good, it 
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would be likely to do him harm—his interests and theirs 
being as opposite as those of payer and recerver! The 
farmers of Hertfordshire will find out all this a teme 

A few more months, and they will grow wiser; and then 
they may begin to try whether they cannot mend the 
matter a little themselves, when the “ collectave wis- 
“dom” of the “‘ thunderers” is found inefficient. A 
piece of a recent paper, lying before us, has the following 
paragraph, which may afford a useful hint to some agri- 
cultural neighbourhoods:—“ It has lately been found 
“* empossible to carry into effect several executions for 
** distress, in the North of Devon, no persons having 
** attended the sales but the auctioneers, and the bav- 
“* liffs !” This is the way, in which he people can really 
repeal all the financial laws they dislike. Only agree 
among themselves not to purchase whatever the govern- 
ment may seize for taxes, &c., and the system will be 
virtually atan end! It requires very little spirit, and 
honesty, to do this! And to this, or similar measures, if 
they do not recur from princple, they will shortlybe 
reduced by dire necessity. The crisis is arrived, at 
which ALL PROPERTY must be sacrificed to the sys- 
tem, or the system must be sacrificed to the preserva- 
tion of the remaining property. 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


ere Bee 





From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze, at Japan! 

ASCENSION FLUMMERY; OR THE SECOND COURSE OF 
THE FEAST OF BLARNEY. 





Oh! such a day was never seen before! 
So full of fuse and drollery ! 
With royalty, and loyalty, each noddle running o'er, 
What jollity, what quality, what foolery. 
RRCITATIVE 
Sin W.—Perdition catch the railers! 
We'll have a row, and get as drunk as tailors. 


My respected friend, 


His Gracious Majesty King George the Fourth 
having completed the second year of his reign, some sim-~ 
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sietons who dg not remember the anniversary of his ac- 
cession nmoust be also the anniversary of his father’s death, 
determined to imitate the example set by the mock king 
in the drama of Tom Thumb; and insult the distress of 
the nation, and the private sorrow of the ‘reigning mo- 
narch, by dedicating the day to the riotous revelry of a 
public debauch! The good sense of the country prevented 
any numerous offences of tliis kind ; but there are, thou 
knowest, a number of individuals in every country who 
are plad of any excuse for indulging their own propensi- 
ties ;—there are men, who for the mere pleasure of en- 
joying a coronation dinner, would not care if the best 
of kings were to die every month:—aund it is no wonder 
therefore that the demise of one king, should be over- 
looked iu the accession of another, when good viands and 
old port were to be the reward of exalted loyalty. Sir 
W. Curtis, a name never-to-be-forgotten, when loyalty 
and good cheer united bespeak his attention, was called 
upon to preside, at the city meeting: and when I inform 
thee that he was “the foremost man in all the rout,” 
thou wilt not, I fear, think very highly of city loyalty. 
Nay, thou wilt probably ask, with one of thy cunning 
leers, if it could be any test of Sir William’s loyalty to 
eat adinner; when he was never known to refuse an in- 
vitation to partake of good cheer, in the whole history of 
his momentous life? But peace, I pray thee; and hear 
me out. I do ayer that it was pure loyalty, that influ- 
enced this worthy citizen to play the part of king’s-puffer, 
gratis, upon this occasion; for I am authentically in- 
formed, that he might that very day have dined grafis at 
two places, which I must not name, with his own choice 
of quantity and quality of wines. And I take it for 
granted, that a loyal alderman, could only be influenced 
by his doyalty, to decide between one dinner and another. 
If he had no deciding motive, he would resemble an ass 
between two bundles of hay, and perhaps be starved to 
death before he could determine which to eat. That Sir 
William should be invited to preside on the occasion, that 
he had determined to do so, and that he actually did so, 
13 a proof that he was “ loyal to the back-bone,” as he 
“aid of the city which he so nobly represents! For my 
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part, J will not believe the story that the chairman and 
the stewards made a handsome profit of the thing; ; by 
charging two guineas per head for dinner and wine; 

while they bargained for one half the sum with the t ta- 
vern-keeper. "Those who have set on foot such a report 
deserve a reprimand:—and their observation that Sir 
William, who could keep such large balances of the 
Orphan Fund in his hands, for his own advan- 
tage, would not be likely to hesitate about turn- 
ing a comparatively honest penny, by pocketing the 
profits of a public dinner, do not remember the diffi- 
culties that lie in the way of collecting a loyal club, 
upon such occasions. Half of the tickets are neces- 
sarily given away, to bribe the attendance of those 
members who have no objection to drink any toasts, 
provided the wine costs nothing; and who would ce- 
lebrate the accession of any body, any day, if the 
dinner was provided gratis. Then there was the de- 
corations to provide out of the ticket-moncey ; for the 
Chairman could not be expected to provide for transpa- 
rencies, &c., out of his own pocket, or even out of the 
interest of the Orphan’s Fund! T Then the gentlemen of 
the Press were to be accommodated; and to “enable them 
to make either grammar, or sense, of the various 
speeches of the worthy Chairman, it was requisite to ply 
them with generous wine, until their own powers of in- 
vention were roused to the difficult task of embodying 
his eloquence, which is literally giving “ to airy no- 
“* thing, a local habitation and a name.” All these 
things considered, the Committee could not do more for 
the Chairman and themselves, than to dine and drink 
gratis; and they would not find many who would have 
played their parts at a less price; so that they may be 
sct down as loyally disinterested men! Indeed I consi- 
der Sir William as truly loyal; for he is not bigotted to 
any ministry, not he. He knelt as devoutly to Charles 
Fox as te Billy Pitt; or to Castlereagh; and if Mr. 
Waddington were to leave the Temple of Reason for the 
Treasury, Sir William would be as ready to support him, 
while he retained the situation! It is all to the thing, 
and nothing to the person, with him. The giver of good 
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chings must be a deity with him who begs for good 
things! So when Sir William talks of standing by the 
Constitution, because it has stood by him, he means that 
while he can get contracts, jobs, and slices of loans, he 
will stand by contracts, jobs, and loans, as the very vi- 
ials of his constitution. He said justly, that he was 
proud of his post. Between himself and posts, there has 
been a Jasting treaty of amity and commerce; and be- 
sides, the term is significant of a certain description of 
loyalty, which is “ as stupid as a post;” and a degree 
of obstinacy, which remains “ firm as a post,” in the 
brains where it has established itself. But there was one 
lamentable mishap attended Sir William. After the 
Constitution had been toasted to the tune of “ All my 
“eye, and Betty Martin, O!” he forgot himself so far 
as to copy the example ef Mr. Hone, and most pro- 
fanely to parody part of the Church Catechism, in a 
preposterous manner—asserling that his respectable as- 
sociates were met to display, not merely “* the outward 
“and visible sign, but the inward and spiritual 
“grace!” The plain fact was, that they were assem- 
bled to see how jovially they could empty bottles of 
wine; and this ‘* father of the City,” this subscriber to 
the check of blasphemy, compares their revels with the 
Sacraments of the Church, and employs the language 
of the Catechism to characterize the riot! I will not 
comment upon this profanity ; but were I Mr. Hone, | 
would commemorate this enrolmeut of Sir Bily among 
the parodists, by a nice caricature, representing the 
outward visible men, in such a manner as to convey 
a full idea of the effects of the “ inward grace? which 
= Were 80 copiously swallowing. Of Alderman 
snuges, Tam afraid thou knowest nothing ; and that in- 
deed is as much as most people know of him, except that 
uc was once Lord Mayor, for want of a better—which 
‘cident in his life he is likely to remember longer than 
any one else. T must not, however, omit that he pro- 
essol a most “ unbounded attachment” for the King 
aud Coustitution, thouzl | am not aware that he 
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tows any thing of either. When he was Mayor, 
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he was accustomed to cry out, ‘‘ what am I to do?” and 

it was no easy matter to instruct him ; but at the loyal 
dinner, if he had wisely asked the same question, he had 
been easily answered with—‘‘drink your wine, man, 
‘“and be quiet!” However he had no such friendly 
monitor, and went on to talk of “ the approaching meet- 
“ing of that Parliament, in which Ae should have the 
‘“S happiness to sit ; and he had no doubt that the wzs- 
“dom and activity of parliament (and his own) would 
‘devise means for relieving the distresses of the coun- 
‘“try;” which Sir William had just asserted was 
not distressed at all! I consider myself partly re- 
sponsible for his Aappiness in sitting in parliament :— 
a happiness, I am sure, that extends no farther than his 
vwn household, or those whom he indulges with—/rank- 
eng a letter. In the hope that he would be better 
than Curtis, and more candid than Wilson, I recom- 
mended those who had a vote to spare, to throw it to 
Brydges—and, by picking up thus the odd votes, on all 
sides, he was thrust into a situation from which he ought 
tobe glad to retreat, as quickly as he could, for his own 
credit, 

The next speaker was Mr. T. Wilson; who admitted 
the question of removing the national difficulties, was 
past his comprehension. He did not, however, say, 
that he should resign a situation which he avowed an 
incapacity to fill. The advantages on his own side, 
are more comprehensible :—and he may think it 
his duty to take care of them. An Admiral 
Harvey was present, and wished John Bull a long 
enjoyment of those blessings which his King and 
constitution were so peculiarly calculated to afford him. 
Was this wishing in other words, for, ‘‘ doubbe tythes, 
“double taxes, and double poors rates!’ —those ines- 
timable blessingsof Mr. Justice Bayley ? or was it mock- 
ing the ruined farmers, with the bless¢ngs that are driving 
ihem to the workhouse? I do not know who this 
Admiral Harvey is ;—but out of respect for his intel- 
lect:, it may be hoped he has not been long en shore! 
There was an Alderman Thompson present, who made 
some equally wise remarks, about some sacrifices having 
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yeep made to preserve some advantages. I think I have 
vefore commented upon some sapient remarks of this 
sentieman ; and [I shall only now ask this “* Monsieur 
 Tonson over again,” where the advantages are? The 
ship has been wrecked ; and if any of the cargo of ad- 
rantayes has been saved, it must have been picked up 
bv those trim eock-boats, like ‘* Monsieur Tonson,” who 
have been coasting alony the shore; and they ought to 
ve made to give it up into the public stock! Think of 
this, * Monsieur Tonson!” and let us have your opinion 
upon the matter, at the next loyal dinner. But the speech 
of all speeches was the speech of a Mister John Halt, who 
has lately grown wondrous loyal. He congratulated 
himself upon one important and valuable fact, that there 
was “ something about the heart of an Englishman which 
“led him, however for the moment perverted, eventually 
“to comply with the apostolic command, honour the 
“king? Now it is evident, in a general sense, he could 
only congratulate himself on this fact, for it must have 
been a recent discovery of his own; and it was probably 
picked up on his road from Clerkenwell, to join the loyal 
squad! The apostolic command is “ honour the king, 
‘* who deserves honour!” Andthe English who took the 
liberty to honour themselves, by decapitating Charles the 
First; and by dismissing James from a throne he was 
unworthy to fill, have shewn the sense in which they in- 
terpret, and obey the injunction. Moreover this Mister 
Jolin Hall trusted he should never hear in London such 
language as was held at Norwich. Ah! luckless John 
Hall! Thy trust is fallacious! for if it please heaven to 
preserve thine ears, and thyself to be in the way of hear- 
ing, thou wilt verily ina few months hear what thou 
‘rustest_ thou shalt not hear! Thy “ constituted autho- 
“rites,” may be Jaughed at in thy presence; and thou 
wilt not be able to redeem them from the ridicule which 
‘ny defence of thine would accumulate upon them ! 

Mr. Charles Murray, an accurate representation of 
Whom now graces the Temple of Reason, was also pre- 
‘ent; but Mr. Sharpe was not there—or at least, he had 
the grace to hold his tongue; but I am fearful he was 
absent. Hehas received a mortal wound in the breeches 
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pocket, by the triumph of Mr. Waddington ; and is pro- 
bably confined to his room, to mediiate other projects of 
replenishing them. 

The accession drinkin;,-bout at Goldsmith’s Hall, was 
honored by the company of the Lord Chancellor ; who 
seemed to fancy that he was quiteunknown in the city; 
and that it was requisite to tell them who he was, and 
what he hud done. So he kindly informed the com- 
pany that his life had been “ « judicial lifel” a thing 
they were very likely to have heard before, as he had 


been so many years at the head of the law. But he did. 


tell them something that they did not know, and could 
not have guessed, ‘* that he had been endeavouring to 
“make the country worth fighting for, by the impar- 
“ tialily with which HE administered the laws!” Is 
not this a rare discovery, and a notable boast, on the 
part of this hoary author of so many suspensions of the 
Habeas Corpus, and the confessed mnufacturer of the 
late gagging bills Into such hands are the destinies of 
this mighty country entrusted, that the world cannot 
wonder that its glories are decaying, and that it 
is following Greece and Rome into the catalogue if 
states that have been? Another century of such mis- 
rule, and the metropolis may be the haunt of less 
pernicious, and less disgusting reptiles, than the parasites 
of power, and sordid devotees of luxury and wealth. The 
basis of the mighty edifice of British greatness is crumb- 
ling into dust: and the cumbrous cnd_ barbarous figures 
that disgraces its elevation, will shortly sink amid the 
ruins. Then may the heirs of this very Chancellor curse 
the measures which elevated their ancestor, and wisi: the 
wealth that he accumulated tomake one lord, had been left 
io circulate among these classes which are the essential 
sinews of society ;—and then may the desceudanis of our 
loyal simpletons, wish their forefathers had been blessed 
with a portion of public spirit, and had not sold the ines- 
timable brithright of freemen for mess of courtly pot- 
lage. Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARE. 
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‘¢ My Masters of misrule! 1 bave a crow to pluck with you” — 
Ov Puay. 





569. When Rome fell, the clements of existing society sepa- 

rated, to re-combine under new forins, and to unite in new pro- 
portions. A race of another mould and fibre from that with 
which the redundant population of the East had colonized the 
more temperate regions of Europe, swarmed over the cult- 
vated plains of Italy, and violated its luxurious cities. An une 
known product from the foundry of a new creation, thinned the 
ranks of a refined degeneracy; and as they poured forth tn suc- 
cessive multitudes from their Northern forests, over the Alps 
and the Appenines, the Jura, and the Pyrenees, they carried 
conquest in their van, and left desolation in their rear. Less 
animated by enterprize than goaded by want, with massacre for 
their means, and spoil for their object, they exterminated while 
they plundered, and destroyed what they were unable to enjoy. 
Such was the origin of those feudal dynasties, which now trace 
back their rights to Divine dispensation, and confound their ex- 
istence with laws of the Creation. For it is notable, that there 
are no legitimate beginnings of empires ; and that all monar- 
chial governments, owing their origin to the wants or the crimes 
of man, are founded in conquest, or are consolidated by usur 
pation. Different stages of society may variously colour the 
event ; but the Odoacers, the Alboins, the Clovises, ihe Charle- 
magnes, the Guiscards, and the Bonapartes, have all equally 
proceeded upon the same principle, and triumphed by the sane 
means. While monarchies and dynasties thus rise by physical 
force and moral fecbleness, constitutional governments have 
other means, as well as otter epochs, of development. ‘The 
era mm which they are called into existence, is the brightest and 
the best in the history of humanity. It is that in which an uni- 
versal diffusion of knowledge, leading to a just appreciation ot 
nights, demonstrates the evil of privilege, and ripens the instinct 
of liberty into a fixed principle of personal inviolability and 
political independence.*— Lady Morgan. Italy, 1821. 


oo 





6 hn emlarvzed and philosophic spirit which dictated this para- 
3faphand many others with which wes hallieurich this cotlection, has 
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570. § Whosoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed, for in the image of God made he man. If this rule 
holds as well in shedding the blood of a Turk as of a Christian, 
then that wherein man is the image of God, is REASON. Of 
all controversies, those of the pen are the most honourable ; 
for in those of force, there i is more the image of the beast ;— 
but in those of the pen there is more of the image of God. In 
ihe controversies of the sword, there is too often no other rea- 
son than ferce; but the controversy of the pen has aever any 
force but reason. Of all controversies of the pen next to those 
of religion, those of government are the most honourable and 
the most useful; the true end of each, though in a different 
way, being thai the will of God may be done on carth as it ts 
in Heaven. OF all the controversies of government, those in the 
vindication of popular governments are the most noble, as be- 
ing that constitution alone from whence all that we have of 


good is descended to us ; and which, if it had not existed, man- 


kind at this day had been but a herd of beasts. The preroga- 
live of popular government must either be in an ill hand, of 
else it is 2 gume against which there ts not a card in the whole 
pack; for we have the books of Moses, those of the Greeks and 
of the Romans, not to omit Machiavel, all for it. What have 
ihe assertors of monarchy—what can they bhave—against us? 
A sword! But that rusts, or must have ascabbard, and the 
scabbard of this kind of sword i is, a good frame of government, 
A man may be possessed of a piece of ground by force ; but to 
make use or profit by it, he must build upon and till it, by rea- 
son, tor whatever is “not founded upon reason, cannot be per- 
manent.—James Harrington. The Prerogative of Popular 
Government. (in the Fyistiée to the Reader, \058.) 


ee 


971. Great probity is not essentially necessary to the support 
of a monarchy or of a despotic government : the force of laws 
in the former, in the latter, the arm of the Prince lifted up, com- 








heen most gallantly assailed by divers knots of vipers which infest 
society, under the names of Quarterly Slangwhangers, John Bulls, 
New Times, &c.; but * the fearless and excellent work of Lady 
Morgan,’ (as Lord Byron has so pertinently titled the  Irany,’) 13 
proof against the poison of the Giffords and Hooks and Crokers— 
the Slops and Southeys, that bask in the tropical sun of Court in- 
fluence, apd gender on the dunghill of political corruption. 
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wands all, Ina popular government another engine is neces- 
sary, viz. vértue ; because nothing else will keep up the execu- 
tion of the laws, and the practice of what is right.—The Baron 


? 


iy Montesquieu. The Snirit of Laws, 1748. 


572. War, being a profession by which men cannot live 


honourably at all times, is not to be taken up as a trade, unless 
it bebya commonwealth or a kingdom,and if these be well con- 
stituted, they will neither of them suffer any of their citizens 
or subjects, or any other good nan, to make its business; for 
he will never be thought a good man, who takes upon him an 
employment, by which, if he would reap any profit at any 
time, he is obliged to be false and rapacious, and cruel, and to 
entertain several other qualities that are not consistent with 
viitue. Nor can any man, great or small, who makes wat his 
profession, be otherwise than vicious,—because that trade —not 
being to be followed in time of peace— they are necessitated 
either to prevent or obstruct peace, or in time of war, so to 
provide for themselves that they may subsist in time of peace, 
neither of which two ways are practicable to an honest man ; 
for, from the desire of providing for themselves, against thre 
evil day when the wars shall be ended, proceed the robberies 
and thefts and murders which are committed daily by such kind 
of people, and that upon their friends as well as enemies. And 
from the desire of obstructing peace, proceed all the frauds and 
jugglings which officers use with those who pay them, and all 
to continue the wars: but if, by accident, peace be concluded 
contrary to their endeavours and design, it isto be feared, that 
the officers, finding themselves destitute of pay, and their old 
liberty and licentiousness, will get together such soldiers of for- 
tune, as have no means of subsistence, and, falling upon some 
province, will plunder and rifle it without any compassion. 
Do you not remember, that here in Italy, we had several of 
these disbanded soldiers, who got together when the wars were 
done, called themselves “ The Companies,” and went about, 
ransacking towns, and pillaging the country,—and this without 
remedy? Have you not read, that afterthe first Carthaginian 
war, disbanded soldiers united under the command of Matho 
and Spendius, two of their oflicers, and in a tumultuous man- 
rer, made a more dangerous war upon the Carthaginians than 
that with the Romans? In the days of our predecessors, 
Franeis Sforza not only betrayed the Milanese who had made 
"1m their general, but usurped upon their Liberty, and made 
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himself their prince; and for what ?—but that he might live w 
the same splendour when peace was concluded, And hike him 
were all the great captains in Italy, especially if war was their 
exclusive profession; and though de facto they did not all 
make themselves Dukes of Milan by their treachery, they were 
to be blamed the more, because, without the temptation of so 
great advantage, their liv es and exorbitances were as bad. The 
father of Francis Sforza being in the service of Queen Jane, 
deserting her on a sudden, and leaving her disarmed in the 
midst of her enemies, constrained her to cast herself under the 
protection of the King of Arragon; and all to satiate his am- 
bition, to glut his ambition, or to have got her kingdom for 
himself. Braccio, with the same industry, ende avoured to 
possess himself of the kingdom of Naples, and had he not been 
defeated and slain at Aguila, he had certainly effected it. 
These confusions proceeded from nothing else, but the employ- 
ing men that were mercenary, and had but their pay to subsist 
on. ftfave younot a proverb that coufirms what [ say, and tells 
us, that “ war makes thieves, and peace brings them to the 
gallows!” The reason is, that these who have no other means 
of Jivelihood, nor temper and ingenuity to follow any other 
course that may honestly sustain them, are forced by necessity 
to rob on the highways, and then justice is compelled to dis- 
patch them.—Niccolo Machiavelli. The Art of War, 1515 





573 Could great men thunder— 
As Jove himself dues, Jove would ue’er be quiet, — 
For every pelting petty oflicer 
Would use his heav’n for thunder !—Nothing but thunder! 
Merciful Heav’n !— 
Thou rather with thy sharp and sulphurous bolt 
Split’st the unwedgable aud quarled 0% ik 
Than the soft myrile. O, but man! proud man, 
Drest ina little brief authority 
Most ignorant of what he’s most assur’d-~ 
His glassy essence, —like an angry ape, 
Plays such fantastic tricks before high Heav’v, 


. s makes the angels weep. 
Wilhem Shakspeare, Measure for Measure, a Comedy, 1003. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
eR em — 


From the Black Diwarf in Warwick Gaol to Re- 
chard Spooner of Birmingham. 
SHEWING 

The little difference in names—Richard no better than 
lsaac.—Parishes as prettity deluded and pillaged 
as nations. — Brotherly affection. — Specimens of 
eant.—Odd means of preventing future pillage. — 
Strange law, §c. §c. 


ae 


Whatever the world may have been accustomed to 
think of Mr. Isaac Spooner, it has always considered Mr. 
Richard Spooner, as an open, plain-dealing sort of party - 
man:—sufficiently alive to his own interests: but punc- 
iual in the discharge of his degat obligations to others. 
lam, however, afraid since you have lent yourselfas the 

cats’-paw of your precious brother, and the late “ igno- 

“yan” constables of Birmingham, to snatch for them 
their chesnuts out of the parish fire, that it will be diffi- 
cult to distinguish in future between Isaac and Richard ! 
anda more enviable condition it would be difficult te 
imagine for a high spirited manly mind. What evil 
genius led you to make such a fizure—to play the part of 
white washer \o such patrons! Was it in the belief that 
the public press was so degraded in Birmingham, that no 
one would hear of your exploits? Or was it Lo save your 
—--— brother, a few paltry pounds, that you conde- 
scended to recommend the pillage of the poor? Could 
either the mercenary, or the juggling motive influence 
Mr. Richard Spooner—a candidate for the parliamentary 
representation of Warwickshire! It is fortunate vou were 
nol appointe ‘da guardian of the public purse, if it is thus 

you guurd the parochial funds from plunder and depre- 
dation. | pity eyually the want of private spirit, and 
p Hitical cavdour indicaied by your subterfuges and so- 
v istiy al tie public meeting. You may exclaim with 


the Man in the play —* Who the devil woul be a bro- 
Vol. VIL. 7 6 
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thea, of his affeetion must drag him into such misfor. 

GUuHe: 

Po = ve you with having purpose Hy misled a public 
meeting, vould be only a compliment to your power of 
dolusion. Tt will therefore he necessar’ y to shew that it 
was noe misled—that it must have been packed for its 
particular purpose of pillaging the parochial fund ;—that 
it went wropy as purposely, and as resolutely, as you 
could wish ; without any persuasion—and that you were 
ihere only to colour a decision. equally disgraceful, un- 
vist, and illegal. 

Such is the impression left on my mind by your own 
peech. Your brother had done an ‘act which you youre 
elf did not dare to defend—which any man mivht blush 
‘o hear a brother had done—and which maby men would 
se rather concealed at the expence of twice the sum 
sor which you begged so hard,—than have it known to 
the publie, a brother could have conducted himself co ill 
Your brother Tsaae had committed a man to prison as a 
vagrant, who was Ic wally as free, and as much entitled 
io the protection of the laws ac himself ;—when he 
must have known that he was doing wrong, if he 
is capable of understanding any thine ;—and if he is 
| nol, be might have had proof in half an hour. The man 
was treated witi a erity fully equal tc the legality 
y bins nelenitenediocuil io a distant prison, without 
coug allowed to communicate with his family—or ever 
in provide himself with food—and left to linac there for 
month. The kr napping of negroes on the coast of 
Affien is the only comparison in point. A lying accusa- 
dion, and a fals “ pretence, were employed to work the 
init ra Mr. Edmonds, the employer of the sufferer. 
was not likely to bear this wanton abuse of authority 
v re remonstrance. Tle knew no good motives 
mid — — the parties who had lent themselves 
‘o Us “ vizour beyond the law:” and he presumed bad 
ses. It wo aa require a better lovician than you have 
proved Vou seit, to § shew that he was ver Y wrong. A 
TOSeE dion a Mr. Edmonds was commencced—a verdict 
aie! vals! hyn by ——1 Warwickshire epectal 
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ury !—but, ready as the courts are to protect magts- 
trates. there Was something in this case of which the 
sourts were ashamed. Myr. Sergeant Vaughan was 
wvidently disgusted with his employers—aad the libeller 
was discharged upon his own recognizances, to appear 
when called upon! This was a proper termination of 
such a precious prosecution. But then the expences 
were to be provided. Messrs. Spurrier and Ingleby had 
made a good job of it. They had a bill amounting to 
2971. to be paid; though such a prosecution need not 
have amounted to 50]. But they knew ¢he town hada 
deep purse; and they knew besides who would help 
ihem to put their hands into it. They seemed at first 
disappointed. The town rejected the demand; which 
ndeed it had no legal power to agree to:—but your 
staunch Acunds do not despair because the game is dif- 
fienlt to start. Clapping boldly another hundred to the 
amount, they call a fresh meeting, and bring you forward 
as a Clap-trap, or decoy duck, to wheedle out an 2llegal 
assent toan impudent cinposition. This preliminary 
uistory is requisite to the clear analysis of your speech, 
to which I now preceed, with all the contempt for its 
telusions, which the scorn of unexpected and palpable 
sophistry can possibly excite. 

You first say the question is whether the daw charges 
SHOULD pass in the constables account. Now, Sir, dare 
you say, that you are ignorant that to pass them would 
ve illegal? ‘This you dare not say ; for you know the 
illegality is as clear as the sun at noon day—as notorious 
as the corruptions of the house of which you aspired to 
ve a worthy member! You know that with one dis- 
sentient voice, whether that voice were present or absent, 
lie passing such accounts would be illegal—that the 
altempt was a fraud.—and that its success would be 
nothing better than a barefaced plunder of a fund raised 
-or other purposes. You know, besides, that the present 
constables could not legally pay any outstanding account 
sa their predecessors- -least of all, an account of their 
predecessors, which had before been rejected with indig- 
vation. You must therefore have commenced with 2. 
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purposed fallacy :—which some men could not have 
been guilty of, to save a thousand such brothers as 
Isaac e° the consequences of his——what shall we 
call it, Richard? You go on to admit, that to call 
upon the town to pay “any SUMS, especially legal 
“* charges, Without previously obtaining their consent, 
“ was a principle bad in law,—bad in ” itself—and to- 
** tally untenable; and against such charges you would 
“ be the first to hold up both hands !” ‘Why, what a 
paltry juggle, Sir, is this? Why did you not hold up, at 
least one hand against it; then? Did your brother con- 
trive to hold your hands behind you? Did he put your 
fingers into his pockets, that you might be moved to 
compassion by the cash which he was loth to part with! 
Or whiat —— set your tongue and your hands so mueli 
at variance! Oh! I have found out the mystery. You 
allowed the prosecution “ Was uncalled for ;” it should 
find ‘*no advocate in you;” but you ** would not punish 
“the innocent for the guilty,’—the “ constables who 
** instituted this prosecution ought not to be left out of 
“ nocket, by a liberal and enlightened public!” Mi- 
serable prevarication! Gross and fulsome flattery ! Who 
are these pretty, mawkish, innocent, stupid things ; that 
are not to be punished, lest foolery and something werse 
should get out of repute? Isaac had punished the inno- 
cent: and Richard perhaps thought it would square the 
family accounts, by letting the guilty escape? f see no 
other solution of the propositio n:—for it is alla farce, 
and Richard Spooner musi have known it to be 80, 
io say the constables ‘“ instituted” the prosecution. 
If they are such stupid mawkins as he would make 
them appear—if they were such blockheads as he repre- 
sents ea w could they have thought of prosecuting 
My. Edmonds for libel? Where did they get their legal 
knowicdge ? No, no, Sir, they were prompted to pro- 
secuie. As you ‘yourself afterwards state, ‘“ they had 
‘ nboyed the directions given to them, without entering 
‘into the nece subtleties of rigiil and wrong !” So, 
raghé aud orrang, atter all, Masier Richard, are “ mere 
‘ subdlelios £ ‘But let that pass, and wow tell us WHO 
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srompted the puppets? WHO gave the directions 


which these parish simpletons so readily oheyed, without 


taying to enquire whether they were right or wrong ? 
Tell us this, and we shall know who ought to pay} 
Was brother Isaac one of the prompters ? He was pro- 
hably the only person who was likely to Anow, or to 
care, Whether he was libelled or not ; and I confess, I 
have set him down in my tablets asthe leading promp- 
ter of your pretty parish innocents, who know nothing 
about the nice subleties right or wrong! Then if bro- 
ther Isaac aeas a prompter oa: the mocking-birds, of 
course, brother Isaac must have paid, if the money 
could not be wheedled out of the parish : but was it worth 
an effort on the part of brother Richard, to prevent the 
family loss of money, while the family reputation could 
not be mended by the attempt? The constables did 
“not err in ignorance.” They were only the instru- 
ments of the Mavistrates, and the lawyers.; and they 
may chance to be well paid for their instrumentality ; 
for if Messrs. Spurrier and Ingleby will let them play 
booty, and divide the spoil of the profits, the two con- 
stables, the two magistrates, and the two lawyers, might 
share fifty pounds a-piece ; and it would even be worth 
while, asa mere trading speculation, for constables to 
have a few indictments constantly on hand, asa sort of 
indemnification for the toils of office. But, allowing the 
constables to have been as ignorant blockheads as Dog- 
berry himself, who was sorry that he was not wrétlen 
dvivn an ass, and who continual!y repeated—“ though it 
be not written down, remember, my masters, that J 
“am an ass !”—Why should a liberal and enlightened 
Public, countenance such blockheads, at such an ex- 
pence? Why should the inhabitants of Birmingham be 
saddled with the costs of their stupidity? It is enough 
‘o be plagued with fools, without paying hundreds 
of pounds for their silly freaks. It was disgraceful 
Pan af the town that the prosecution should have 
ng instituted. It was quite enough for the inhabitants 
‘0 Dear their share of the degradation, without being 
called upon to pay a larger premium for the “ igno- 
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‘‘ rance,” tian it sustained, by being compeiled to mair 

tain the wife and famity of Plastans. The only way of 
keeping future blockheads from indulging their folly, le 
to make them responsiblo in reality, for going out of the 
way to make themselves ridiculous! They had done ar 
act, ** wrong in itself,” you say; and then urge the 
town to puy the costs of the wrong, axa warning t 
other blockheads—when it is evident that every suc- 
ceeding simpleton would cali it an encouragement. I de 
not believe you wish the thing io be repeated. You are 
probably anxious oaly to save brother Isaac his money ; 
but can you ensure the town that he will never err again 

if he docs not smart for his error this time? And if the 
present experiment would cure bim, what reason is there 
that the poor’s-rate should be made chargeable for the 
schooling of this magistrate ? 

It isa direct falsehood, to say that other constables 
had been in the habit of instituting such prosecutions. 
No such prosecution ever occurred in the annals of our 
jurisprudence. To the honor of the country, both the 
cause and the nature of the prosecution remain without 
precedent, as it is to be hoped they will ever remain 
without imitation. Future bloctheads, however, car 
only be warned by the punishment of existing simpletons. 
We do not turn rogues doose, that others may be warned 
from roguery ; but we punish them, that the fear of 
smarting may make both them and others circumspect. 
Your remedy of discharging the bill that no more ex- 
penses may be incurred, reminds me of the equally sapient 
advice given to a man wito had been bitten by a dog ; 
which was to dip a sop in the blood, and give at the doy 
to eat! ‘“* No, no,” said the man, “I am not foolish 
* enough to bribe all the dogs in the town, to bile me, 
*¢ in the hope of having their sops moistened with my 
“ blood.” Parish officers have a customary right of in- 
stituting such legal proceedings as are necessary to the 
discharge of their cfficial duties; but they are not the 
guardians of the reputaiions of the magistrates. If the 
magistrates had been libelled, they had the tribunals of 
the country to appeal to, in common with other men, 
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—and it was fvezr business to act as wien Would have 
done, at their own expense. Surely thew charac. 
fors were Worth more to them, than to any body cise 
“a though it is certainly a proper bins, that a magis- 
trate should have a good character, yet _ town of Bir- 
mingham has no business either to buy hima xew one, 
or to pay for the cobbling of the one he may chance to 
possess. What could you think of the dntellects of you: 
audience, Riehard, when you said © it was a principl. 
© that could not be too strongly laid down, that no 
‘one shouid be called on to pay, uniess he had a voice 
“an the incurring the expences ?”—and yet, in the 
same breath, yow could call upon them to pay a lurge 
sum, Which you nct only knew had been incurred with- 
out their assenting voices, but which you told them 
ought not to have heen incurred at all! A finer ap 
eimen of impudent contempt for the understanding o 
his hearers, was never ventured] upon by any spe% aker : 
but you judged rightly, it would seem, of their folly, or 
of their predisposition to be worse than fools! f should 
suppose, Richard, you have been studying the “ funda- 
“ mental eloquence” of Lord Castlereagh, from your 
proposal to pass ‘* a vote of censure in prospect ; 
‘and not to turn round on those who had ouly 
“done what they supposed it was right to do !’?— 
Suppose, Richard, an ordinary rogue st the Quarter 
Sessions were to make you the same proposals to let 
him go free, and pass a vote of censure against 
these who might hereafter offend: Wou'd you not smile, 
Richard ; and tell him, that he must suffer for his own 
ollences ; and that THE LAW had already passed a vote 
of censure “in prospect!” For shame, for shame, 
Richard! Could you think a resolution of a packed pa- 
rish meeting, at Birmingham, necessary to give validity 
to the Laws of THE LAND! You a legislator, indeed! 
You a candidate for the representation of a county? Go 
‘9 some evening school, and read some elementary pri- 
Ts some political hornbook ; that if it be necessary 
9 speak in apoli ogy for Isaac in future, it may be done 
with more credit to yourself, The Law was tmperative 
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against such payment—and Ric hard Spooner proposes 
that the law shall be d/soheyed in the present instance ; 
and then recommends a resolution that it shall be ohe you 
en future! Oh! rare Richard Spoone r!  Lfadhe been 
as poor in pocket, as in consistency and something else, 
he had been “ Poor Richard” indecd ! 
And now, Richard, about another matter, of quite as 
black a hue. You knew, you must have known, that 
the first charge was 2971., and some fractions. Nothing 
has been done since the ‘period, when that charge was 
rejected ; and yet the sum now voted is 3961.! How 
came the additional hundred to be laid on? ~Was it to 
punish the parish for the Aonest refusal of the former 
meeting? Or was it laid out in drees to pack the late 
meeting? Or was it expended in retaining speakers in 
its favour? How is it, Richard? How came three 
hundred to swell to four, by the mere lapse of time? 
There is some mystery in this. 1 defy Mr. Spurrier to 
make out a ease in which he need to have expended one 
hundred ; but I do not blame him. His business is to 
make as much as he can of “ ¢gnorant” parish officers, 
und magisterial simpletons. And it was equally in his 
MAY, to treat the mecting as blockheads, if they would 
put up with it; as he must have {eit that none but block- 
heads of the silliest description would have paid his bill. 
So when he told them that an adverlisement on Monday 
fur Wednesday gave three days notice, he must have 
known that he was telling a legal untruth: as only one 
Jay’s notice in fact was given ; but when he had such a 
mecting to deal with, it was a mercy he did not say three 
days after would have been as legal as three days before. 
Any parishioner who could vote for paying his bill, would 
as readily have swallowed one f sehoed as the other. 
§ do not blame Mr. Spurrier for thus plucking the gulls 
that put themselves in his way—but you have no busi- 
ness to help him to catch gulls. If you wish to oblige 
him, make him a present of some Jumily game, and 
welcome ;>-—but you have no right to bait the nets which 
he lays for the parish. It is mean, as well as unjust, to 
put the poor and miserabie under the pressure of such: 
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exactions. [i he and you were yoked to the sand-bar- 
rews, and made to join the wretches who drag it up the 
hill, at three farthings a barrow fall; you would both 
have a better idea of the sacred nature of that fund, 
which is raised for the necessities of the miserable ; and 
not to swell out the fees of rapacious lawyers ; or to in- 
demnify silly Magistrates for prosecuting those who cen- 
sure their ignorance, or misapplication of the law. 

One only laughs at the silly interruptions of a man 
like Burn. His reverence would be better supported 
by discreetly imitating the gravity of a certain bird. 
Mr. Phipson’s indignant refutation of the “ base and un- 
founded charge,” ought to ring in his ears for the re- 
mainder of his life. !fe would not have dared to-speak, 
but that you extended the friendly sheller of your wing 
ty his reverenee :—so that you,and you alone,are respon- 
sible for the cllegal decision, which you were engaged 
to advise, inorder to save two rich men the sum of 
four hundred pounds; and to lay the price of their folly 
and illegality, on the parish which they had insulted. 
This is the daurcl you have won. IT hope you will have 
the manliness to dash it from your brow, and make all 
the reparation in your power to outraged law, and of- 
fended justice. 

There are some whispers abroad, which tend to fill up 
the bitter chalice to the brim. It is said that one of the 
items of the bill, is ** to several pounds for sending a man 
to Malvern fo get the signature of Theodore Price, that 
‘* lwo magistrates might ¢ sign the commiiment of Plas- 
“tans.” Is this true, Richard? They will shew you 
the accounts, as it is anal to put counsel in full posses- 
sion of the case they are to defend, though they would 
net exhibit them to the parishoners, whoare called upon 
to defray them! It is also said, that one of the consta- 
bles, Stewart, does not plead guilty of the gross zgno- 
rance, on which account you begged so hard for his 
remuneration ; that, on the contrary, he declares, if the 
matler were to come over again, he would do just the 
same thing! Moreover, it is whispered that Mr. Theo- 
dore Price said, he thought Plastans had krown better, 
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than to accept any employ fiom Mr. Edmonds. Ate 

from the report of the committee, if appears that brothe: 

isaac ia driven to a nun-plus, and refuses to say any 

‘hing upon the subject, while Brownell also declines to 
say ‘under whose orders he acted. 

i shall now conclude with the siatement of what i 
think as to the origen of this charge, from a careful pe- 
rusal of the facts. Fi is this:—that an objection existed 
against the publication of the police reports; by Mr. Ed. 
monds; because some magistrates were aware that he 
would laugh at folly, and expose partiality and injustice 
—that Plastans was treated in the rigorous and illegal 
mode we have seen, because he was a reporter in the 
employ of Mr. Edmonds ;—and not because he was, ci 
had been a pauper ;—and that Mr. Edmonds was prose - 
culed in the hope of putting him ent of the way, as his 
servant had been disposed of. ‘This is what I[ think , 
and these thoughts of mine seem further corroborated, by 
the fact, that when Plastans resumed his employ as a re- 
porter, on his return from his month’s illegal confine- 
ment, Ae was turned out of the office and his books 
taken from him. What say you to this, Richard 7 
Reminding you again, that the constables did not in- 
stitute the prosecution ;—though they lent themselves 
io the folly, as you have lent yourself tothe attempt 
to delude the payment of the costs ;—and that the con- 
stables willlose nothing if the costs are not paid by the 
parish, but that Messrs. Spooner and Bedford will have te 
pay the taxed bill of Mr. Spurrier as they ought.— 

[ remain, 
With no very great respect, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 

P.S. lt would be insulting te Mr. Phipson, to Mr. 
Y. Clark, to Mr. Schelefield, and the rest of the manly 
opponents of this payment, to call upon them to fulfil 
the pledge of resisting the illezal demand ; ; and you know, 
Richard, that if they persevere, the C ‘ourt of King ¢ 
Bench will render all your eloquence as unavailing as i 
was unfounded, even if the Quarter Session: 5 should — 
any tender feeling for your “ ignoramuses,”’ in the “720° 
* subtleties of right and wrong.” 
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GREAT NORTHERN UNION. 

The following statemenis relative io the progress of 
the fund towards importance will satisly many real oi 
nretended doubts, of the extent to whichit may be car- 
ried,—and the letter from Sir Charles Wolseley, rela- 
iive to its application is also calculated perpetuate a ood 
understanding among the districts from which the sub- 
scriptions are forwarded. 





SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY. 


The foliowing is a copy of the Address presented io Sn 
Charies Wolseley, from the Radicals of Bolton ; accompanied 
with the sum of Teu Pounds, as their first subscription to the 
Great Northern Union. The address breathes a noble and 
manly spirit, and such as we ever considered to be in perfec: 
unison with the feelings of the inhabitants of that patriotic 
town --— 

TO SIR C, WOLSELEY, 

SIR, 

In placing in your hands as Treasurer of the Greai 
Northern Union, our first deposit, we beg leave to congratulate 
you on your recent release from the dungeon of tyranny, after 
4 confinement of eighteen months, for performing an act which 
we consider to be warranted both by the laws of God and the 
spirit of the English Constitution. We feel ourselves called 
upon to do this, more especially when we consider your rank 
in society, the situation in which our country was placed at the 
time when you stepped forward to join a people rousing them- 
selves from the torpor in which they had long been sunk, to 
demand a restoration of those rights which nature intended 
them to enjoy ; and the sufferings you have had to endure 
in consequence. England had long been celebrated for the wis- 
dom of her institutions, the justice of her laws, the jealous 
care with which she watched over them, and the alacrity with 
which she checked every encroachment upon popular rights. 
The freedom and happiness of her people were the constant 
theme of panegyric. She was feared and respected by her 
neighbours ; and ranked foremost among the nations of the 
earth, Her heroes, her statesinen, her philosophers and poets, 
Were ail the genuine sons of freedom. She was; indeed, the 
“envy of surrounding nations, and the admiration of the 
World.” Tn this situation was she when the men in power, 
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onvinced by past experience that tyranny wonld never be 
borne by Euglishme nif it was Known to exist—that her laws 
must ve adhered to, and her institutions respected ; deter- 
mined to do that by fraud which force could not accomplish 
to maintain power by wavs not so easily detected ; by protes- 
sing a regard for her institutions, and a paternal care of her 
rights. 

With tis view was established the funding system ; a system 
calculated to do more real injury to the liberties of a people 
than the greatest stretches of prerogative ever attempted by the 
most violent of our English Princes. A system by which the 
nation might be drained of its wealth, and the labour of poste- 
rity pawned Lo gratify the lust of power and the thirst for false 
ai leat places at the disposal of the ministers of the 
Crown, the means of corrupting and cnervating the body poli- 
tic to adegree frightful to contemplate. Thus was the Crown, 
which had been stripped of much of its prerogative, invested 
with influence more, much more daneverous—the nation was 
cheated) out of its riglits, and that neble spirit which ani- 
mated our foreiathers to deeds, the recital of which makes the 
coldest heart glow with ent husiasin was destroyed. The peo- 
ple were lulled to sleep by the appearance of freedom being 
exhibited, by being told that they were the freest and hap- 
piest in the world; and the nobility and gentry were bound 
to the court by interests which the soft ‘blandishments of 
luxury rendered necessary to be supported. In this state was 
England, when an event which astonished the world, and made 
every despot therein to tremble for lis safety, took place. The 
people of France, whom Englishmen had been taught to con- 
sider as natural enemies, onl as men not worthy of the name, 
for their base submission to the tyranny of their rulers ; bowed 
down to the lowest state of slavery, aruse, and with a majestic 
effort, shook off their chains, asserted their rights, and assumed 
the dignity of men. After the astonishment. caused by this 
mighty event had somewhat subsided, the people of this coun- 
iry began to perceive their situation: the perverted optics which 

caused them to see ina Frenchman an enemy, had well nigh been 
destroyed, and they had began to see ach ‘other as brothers. 
The fire which had been kindled in France, was fast spreading 
its flames ; and bid fair to consume every system of corruption 
in Europe. In this situation, a ery of danger was raised. 
Englishmen were persuaded that their religion and laws were 
in danger; that every thing valuable would be taken from them 
and destroved ; ; and, by these meas, persuaded to support a 
war against the rising libertics of France. Thus were they 
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actuated by the base unmanly fear of losing their own ideal 
rights, to use means the most repugnant to reason and Jus- 
tice, to prevent others attaming theirs. It was after this de- 
grading war had been closed, when the Bourbons, the Pope, 
and the Inquisition, had been restored: —when the effects 
foretold by some wise and honest, but discarded and persecu- 
ted men, begun to be felt, that we were again roused from 
the state of stupid, fancied security, into which we had been 
lulled by the appearance of a false, unnatural, and injurious 
prosperity, that we recognized you in the ranks of contend- 
ing patriots, nobly endeavouring to obtain for us our just rights. 
It was then we perceived you at the post of duty, which you 
have never since deserted. And, oh, Sir! how did it delight 
us to see you, the brave captive of Ilchester, and the venera- 
ble Major Cartwright; men of influence, of talent, and of 
property, nobly assisting and directing us in our great work 
of emancipation: while the great body of nobility and gentry 
were either professed supporters of the men in oflice, or Joined 
with a band of greedy expectants who make a shew of friend- 
ship to the people, and opposition to ministers, for the sake of 
gaining power themselves.—All were hostile to the people —all 
were determined to retain the power they then possessed. 
Whether they will be able to do so or not, time will determine ; 
but to us their reign of terror appears to be fast drawing to 
a close: the “roarings and plungings of despotism in distress,’ 
are apparent; the * bold frauds of bankrupt power,” will not 
long avail; down the system must, and will, come with a 
terrible crush. Oniits ruins will rise liberty and prosperity— 
virtue and happiness. That you may live in the enjoyment of 
domestic happiness, undisturbed by the myrmidons of power, 
and receive the reward of your labours, is the sincere prayer 
of your admirers and friends. 
On behalf of the Subscribers, 
WM. NAISBY, Treasurer, 
t. THOMPSON, Sectetary. 

At the Meeting where the above Address was voted it was 

Resolved,—That a subscription be entered into to defray 
the expences incurred by a writ of extension, issued against 
Henry Huat, Esq., for making Breakfast Powder. 
SIR CHARLES WOLSELEVS ANSWER. 


‘as highly pleased on the receipt of the parcel from the 
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honest radicals of Great and Little Bolton, containing the first 
deposit of ten pounds, towards the fund for carying inte effect 
the obiect of the Great Northern Union.  Procee id, inhy WOr- 
Lay friends, ay you have began, and the cay will be ours, im 
opite of the machinations of our vile and detestable foes. With 
men whocan breath such animated, and constitutional sentiments 
13 are contained in the address which you have done me the 
jonour of transmitting by the same parcel, Lam proud to rank 
myself as their friend and eoadjutor ; and they may depend on 
iy - — the straight forward and honest path, which I am 

erfain will lead to the altainment of our wishes. The senti- 
me! oe e. kindness and affection you express towards myself, 
are of a nature to call forth my warmest thanks; and whe 
i consider the trifling effort that I made for it, was only an at 
tempt to do a part of my duty towards the people, I feel Tam 
amply repaid on the knowle dge that ty brother radicals are 

atistied with my conduct. As you lave expressed a wish for 
.n answer by return of post, I must hastily conclude with every 
ood wish for the furtherance of the grand object we have in 
hand, and remain, 

Yours, with senccrity, 


bolseley, Jan 22, 1822. Cc. WOLSELEY. 
Mr. Wm. Naisby, Draper, Bolton le-Mcors, Lancasinre. 
mE Pe 


in reply to the Preston Address, Sir Charles Woiseley has 
sent the following patriotic answer, addressed to Mr. John 
geoth, of the Great Northern Union Committee, Preston, 
Lancashire :— 

Wolseley, fan. 1, 1822. 
Mr, Booth, 
J am Lutthis moment returned home, 2nd have found 

our letter, with its inclosure of 5]., being the first deposit of 
the Preston District Committee of the Great Northern Union. 
i hasten toacknowledge the receipt of it, and to thank the 
Committee for their warm-hearted, and affectionate address. 
fam proud to think there are so many of my fellow country- 
men who approve of my politcal conducit. I can assure you, 
and them, that, notwiths tanding the detrstable machinations 
of ourenemies, I shall fearlessly pursue the same line of con- 
duct, | havelong chalked out for myself, as the one every 
Huglish gentle man o: ught to adopt. [ am happy to find you 
have made a beginning at Preston. The union is encreasing 

tall points. F received by this days post the first deposit 
cam Greenock, in Scotland; may it proceed to the disco: bil 
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vie ot the borough tyrants, That that will be the case if car- 
-eqdon with the same ‘spirit with whichit has begun, | have not 
be least donbt. Asthe post is POlIp out, and you will be 

yxious to have an acknowledgment to vour letter, I must 
hasten to conclude, once again thanking my brother radicals for 
ther hind wishes, and remain, 

~ Yours, very sincerely. 
C. WOLSELEY. 

To Mr. Cox’s letter the sub-treasurer for the Manchester 
district, inclosing a fifth peli of #10, Sir Charles replies 
n the follewing laconic note : 

Wr. Cox, 

Your letter of the 22d was an agreeable surprize upon 
ac, for] did not expect the fiyth £10 remittance from the Man- 
chester district to be made so soon after the last. I hereby 
ichnowledge the receipt of it and remain Your's truly, 

C. WOLSELEY. 
Wee, Jan. 23, 1822. 
Pi number of our friends in various parts of this populoas 
strict having expressed a desire to have some definite expla- 
sation from ourworthy and respectable Chairman, as to the ay). 
lication of the Funds deposited in his hands; on the cireum- 
vlanee being Iuated at in the last number of our Journal, Sir 
Charles with promptitude that does honour to his head and 
Hi, heart, has been pleased to address the following letter: — 
TO THE FDIPoR OF THE MANCHESTER OBSEBVER, 
SiR, Wolseley, Jan. 27 th, 1822 
May 1 beg leave through the medium of your pape r, 
o observe, that as the money in my hands on account of the 
reat’ Northe ‘nm Union, is now approaching in amount to a- 
erions sun, | think it behoves me explicitly to state to the 
Hembers, that the Fuads should only be applied to those pur- 
oses whieh them: jority of the contributors should by public 
‘necting direct. ‘This statement, for the satisfaction of all par- 
es, T feel it my duty to make, as I understand some little 
schisms have originated in many ‘populous districts on this 
mestion; which 1 trust will now be set at rest, and a general 
amon ¢ anal good understanding in future preve ail among the 
rave Reformers of the north. “I think it also requisite to ‘state, 
uatas dam under the obligation of going to the continent for 
‘few weeks on particular business, [ shall depute Thomus 
sortlimore, | “oq. of Cleve house, near Exeter, to receive those 
siths on plions Vaat may be gathered in during my absence, 


As a ae +e “ 
weet FP have ne doubt he will be happy to do: but give me 
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leave to AVIS, for the S ake ol CCOROINTY, thal bO Sui ts Te 

mitted less than £10 at a time. Probably ia barge districts 
it might be as well to put it at £20. Lam happy to say from 
the suns already received, an those IT am receiving weekly, 
that the Unionis flourish i ing m such a degree as will make our 
enemies pause iu their career of wickedness and misrule ; and 
J remain Sir, 

Your's very smcerely, 


WC. WCLSELEY | 
CHARACTERISTICS. 








MiInisTERS.—™Mr Coke is reported to have used the 
following language at the Norfolk Fox Dinner. It is 
quoted in de fence of the pigeons moderation of the wis- 
lent Radical press: but Mr. Coke will please to remem- 
her that we have no objection to véolent language, when 
justice demands, and truth warrants it.—“ They ought to 
“ judge af the conduct of ministers bywhat theyhad alread 
“seen. Let them look to the situation of Ireland, letthem 
“ observe the late policy pursued there. He had no 
‘* doubt that a great part, it not the whole of the evils 
** produced by the disorders in that country, might have 
‘* been prevented by the exertion of a wise and whole- 
“some system of Govenment. But what was the fact? 
¢ Ministers allowed matters to be pushed to the last ex- 
“ tremily ; they ullowed the poor deluded and distressed 
 popul: ition to vo their lengths ; in order to furnish to 
“ Parliament and to the country an excuse for keeping 
‘‘up the present enormous ell unnecessary standing 
army. Fie, for one believed thai this was the polic y pur- 
sued towards Ireland, and the system which they would 
wish to introduce i into Exglandalso. Ilehad nodoubt, 
bul the presené wicked “and unipreicepled Govern- 
meni Would feel pleased to sce disturbances similar to 
those in Ireland arise in this country, for the purpose 
“of giving them a pretence of calling in the miliary, 
‘and of governing the country by martial law!) !7— 
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